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	  Bees 
Where	  would	  we	  be	  without	  Bees?
By Morning: Spirit: Wolf-D.R.M. 

The lives of bees, humans, and all living beings are intricately linked through plants. Every 
flower, bean, tree fruit, bulb, and vegetation owes its fertility and progeny to bees. More than 
100 types of crops in the US are pollinated by bees, from almonds to avocadoes. Bees are vital to 
the reproduction of clover and alfalfa, which feed grazing animals, and to the diverse ecosystems 
that sustain wildlife. Without green plants none of us would eat nor breathe.  

Throughout human history, bees have been revered for their precision, productivity and 
communal intelligence…not to mention honey, beeswax, bee pollen, propolys and royal jelly. 
Egyptian pharaohs inscribed images of bees on royal seals. Bee gods and goddesses were 
worshipped by Mayans, Hindus, Sumerians and the ancient Greeks who called their priestesses 
“Melissa” (“bees”) and were used for divination.  In Red Man societies bees brought messages 
from on high and infused them into food. Even Emperor Napoleon adopted the bee as his 
personal badge.  

Since the known beginning, the origin and 
nature of the honeybee has awakened the 
curiosity of humankind. For millions of 
years, this humble, fuzzy insect has been 
an animal of special sanctity, symbolizing 
many things such as: the human soul, 
industry, creativity, cooperation, and the 
sweet gifts of nature.  Although 
prehistoric petroglyphs depict people on 
honey hunts, the ancient Aeggypsians  
were the first to originate beekeeping and 
to introduce mans symbiosis with bees.  
In Africa, Egyptian tombs from 2400BC 
depict beekeepers collecting honey as 

well as traveling with hives for the purpose of pollinating crops. The bee was so important to the 
Egyptians that they used bees as a symbol of regal power. 
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Traditionally, beekeeping was undertaken to benefit from the bee’s honey, which was used as a 
sweetener as well as a medicine since raw honey is an anti-bacterial, anti-viral, anti-fungal 
substance. And since learning the honey heals human skin, Royal jelly fights off any infection, 
propolis rebuilds connective tissue, and honey comb rebalances the colon and helps us attain 
higher levels of consciousness, we owe infinite gratitude to our fuzzy, winged friends.   

Sadly, today commercial beekeepers work with migratory bees to pollinate millions of mono-
crops across America, with millions of casualties as the result. We are taking away their natural 
food, feeding them high fructose corn syrup, bombarding them with radio, cell phone, and 
satellite radiation, spewing contaminants from mechanized agricultural practices on them, then 
confusing them with neuro-toxic pesticides. Bees continue to respect nature, and man as part of 
it, but they have been leaving us since 1990. And their extinction here means our extinction. It 
behooves us to learn what we can do, take an active role in sustaining their presence, and re-
educating ourselves on their imperative participation on earth. We love you bees, please stay. 

In 1923, Rudolf Steiner, 
scientist, philosopher & social 
innovator, predicted that in 80 
to 100 years honeybees would 
collapse. His prediction has 
come true with Colony 
Collapse Disorder where bees 
are disappearing in mass 
numbers from their hives. An 
inquiry into the insights 
behind Steiner’s prediction 
leads us to examines the global 
bee crisis through the eyes of 
biodynamic beekeepers. 	  

A Deeper Look 
Juxtaposing the catastrophic 
disappearance of  bees with 
the mysterious world of the 
beehive, we find an unusual 
and dramatic story of the 
heart-felt struggles of 
beekeepers and bees alike that 
reveal both the problems and 
the solutions in renewing a 
culture in balance with nature. 
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The	  Mystery	  
of	  the	  
Disappearing	  
Bees	  
	  

	  

 

In late 2006, North American beekeepers witnessed a tragic and mysterious phenomenon: in 
certain colonies, adult bees abruptly vanished, leaving the queen and her brood in an otherwise 
deserted hive. 

This syndrome, known as “Colony Collapse Disorder,” focused international attention on honey 
bee populations, which have been declining since the 1990s. 

Today, scientists and beekeepers theorize that honey bee decline is caused by a combination of 
factors, including pathogens, loss of crop diversity and increased exposure to systemic 
pesticides. 

To effectuate the commercialization of migrant bees, we have become more and more 
responsible for the breeding of the bee herself. Beginning one hundred years ago, we began to 
manipulate and control the reproduction of the bees, including artificially inseminating the queen 
bee rather than letting the hive choose the queen. We have robbed her of her great flight to the 
sun, following the rays of light, finding the vibration at which her hive would buzz, so they could 
find their way home. In 1923, Rudolf Steiner said that if we were to continue to artificially breed 
the honey bee, she would become extinct within 80 to 100 years. That time is upon us. Within 
the past two years we have seen 40-80% extinction rates of domesticated honey bees. 

Why does this Matter? 

Then, as now, bees have played a crucial role in our ecosystem.  Because the bulk of the fruits 
and vegetables we eat depend on bees for pollination, bees sudden-die off (Colony Collapse 
Disorder) in recent years is a critical environmental issue. 

Steiner warned against both meddling with the natural process of hive society and 
artificially manipulation of queen bees. 
 
 
The following is a list of ways humanity is known to interfere with the natural process of 
bee life, while substantial, is no doubt incomplete: 
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1. The raising of larva in separate quarters, arbitrary feeding of royal jelly to produce 
queens, then shipping by post to keepers. 
2. Selection of bee populations for docility, de-selecting for aggression. 
3. In contrast to the normal 5 or 6-year life span of a queen is, "re-queening" after one or 
two years. 
3. The grafting of queens  
4. Moving larva to artificial cups, then cages for transport. 
5. Supplanting guard bees with protective measures of humans. 
6. Keeping hives hyper clean, to reduce production of "nuisance" propolis. 
7. Using chemical control agents for disease and pests. 
8. Providing ready-made combs in place of bee-constructed combs, to save work 
(production time) for the bees. 
9. In a similar vein, supplying sheets of wax, so bees don't have to gather and secret their 
own wax. 
10. Use of ventilators so the bees don't have to tend this. 
11. Use of queen excluders to prevent eggs being laid in inconvenient areas of the hive. 

 12. Moving of hives over long distances at the will of human intention. 
 13. Clipping of queens' wings. 
 14. Agricultural practices consisting of monocultures that wreak havoc on honeybee 
 diets, limiting options once the dominant crop is no longer flowering. 
 
Clearly, mankind is capable of invention.  In fact, we are able to wax clever, even to the point of 
genius.  However, it appears that when we fail to perceive the whole picture, we fall short of the 
masterful way that a naturally developing hive proceeds. 
 
Perhaps there are effective ways to work in harmony with the bees, even using a certain degree 
of creative intervention.  But just which particular intercessions will time prove to be both wise 
and productive, in terms of a win-win for both bee and human?  
     
One of the things a researcher quickly discovers when approaching the subject of honeybees is 
an abundance of material.  Volumes have been written about these creatures and their intricate 
society.  The community of bees comprises a mysterious membership in the ecosystem.  Hives 
are workplaces of rarefied intent.  
 
The scientific perspective states that no microbes can grow in honey because it is too acidic, has 
a high osmotic pressure (therefore microbe cells lose their water and die), and enzymes.  And 
while this is true, another way to look at it is that honey is immune to earthly forces of 
decomposition because it is gathered from resplendent aspects of plants (flower blossoms are 
composed more of rarefied (etheric and astral) energy, than physical substance).   
 
The most essential thing we learn from reviewing the Steiner material is that beekeepers would 
do well to acquire a metaphysical understanding of bees and the complex masterpiece of the 
hive. 
 
Mystery lives in the hive, and within the golden elixir that is honey, mystery we have yet to, or 
may never, uncover. 
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Save	  the	  Bees	  
You can take action today and help make our world a healthier 
place for bees. Follow 3 simple ways to help Bee the Solution 

1. Bee organic. Buying organic is one of the easiest ways to support bee-friendly forage. 
2. Bee savvy at home. Most lawn, garden and home pest problems can be solved without 

toxic and persistent chemical pesticides. 
3. Bee on the lookout. Whether you live in the country or the city, you can show your 

commitment by hosting a hive in your backyard or on a rooftop. The backyard 
beekeeping movement is growing, so you’re sure to find swarms of folks who can help 
you find your way. 

Here are things that you can do to save our bees: 

 Plant a bee-friendly garden. Flowers – especially ones 
native to your area – help feed bees and other valuable 
pollinators.  Native plants also often times require less 
water and fertilizer than non-native plants.  You will be 
doing a huge favor to native species of bees, who have 
adapted over thousands of years to feed off these plants.   

Start a honeybee hive. You can directly impact the 
health of your local ecosystem by starting a honeybee 
hive.  Plus, you get the added benefits of bee products 
such as honey, beeswax, as well as the satisfaction and 
joy derived from working with a hive.  Contact your 
local beekeeping club for more information. 

Sponsor a Hive. If you can’t start your own hive or 
would like to help increase the number of hives, why not 
help fund new hive installations? The Honeybee 
Conservancy is working with Bee Native to install 
stocked honeybee hives and provide beekeeping training 

to American Indian communities across the U.S.  Visit “Sponsor a Hive” on the 
www.queenofthesun.com site for more information. 

Support your local beekeeper. Support local beekeepers who nurture their bees while providing 
local communities with healthy bee products including honey. 

Protect bee habitat. One of the largest threats to bees is the lack of habitat due to urban sprawl.  
You can volunteer to plant native vegetation such as wildflowers along roadways and other 
common areas, and advocate sensible limits to development where you live. 
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Build homes for native bees. Since many native species of bees build their nests in undisturbed 
land, why not keep an undisturbed plot of land for them in your garden?  Gaiam has an 
interesting “bee condo” for non-stinging orchard mason bees to take up residence and pollinate 
your garden.  The Solitary Bees site has tips on how to create spaces for your native, solitary 
bees. 

 

Holistic	  Beekeeping	  
Michael Thiele is the advisor of Holistic Beekeeping (more 
info at Michael's web page at www.gaiabees.com). Listed 
below are some of the core principles of hive management he 
teaches in his holistic and biodynamic beekeeping workshops.  

New (old) hive designs 
Once we approach bee keeping in the context of the “Bien”, 
which represents the undividable entity of the hive, our 
methods and hives will change accordingly. There are currently 
three alternative hive designs used at “The Melissa Garden”: 

One-Room-Hive (Golden Hive)  
One of the “bee-natural” hives we work with at the Melissa 
Garden is the “one-room-hive” (in German: 
“Einraumbeute”), which is also called the “golden hive”. It is 
designed to provide the best environment for the 
development of the “Bien” and to minimize necessary 
manipulation (more frequent opening of hives may result in a 
weakening of the “Bien”).  

Four different elements are part of the new design:  

• The entire colony lives in one room (without multiple hives and frame levels)  
• The hive comes with tall frames. That size comb sustains the “Bien” and allows the 

development of a large brood nest.  
• The side window enables the bee keeper to receive information about the cycle/status of 

the “Bien” without having to open the hive. A small size “indicator comb” can be build 
along side the viewing window.  

• The dimensions of the one-room-hive are set according to the “golden mean”. It is a 
universal principle within all forming forces in nature and is found in art, architecture and 
ancient philosophy. It’s also called the “divine proportion”.  

It was designed by Mellifera e.V., the German holistic bee keeper association. The “Golden 
Hive” provides an environment for bees that is closer to their natural gestalt. It gives the bees the 
space to build natural comb with greater depth than regular bee hives. The brood nest is a 
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protected space, and honey can be received from the sides. This hive contains 20 frames and is 
not supered. The comb surface area equals the frames of two regular deep and one medium 
Langstroth hive bodies. It has the typical screened bottom board for varroa monitoring, and uses 
follower boards to support changing bee populations throughout the season. A wax cloth lays on 
top of the frames and provides further options for protection the inner climate of the “Bien”. 

“Weissenseifener Haengekorb” (Round Skep Hive)  
The “Weissenseifener Haengekorb” was designed by the 
German sculptor Guenther Mancke. The form and shape 
of the hive are created according to natural/wild bee 
hives. The “Bien” as “an organic interpretation of an 
individual” (Tautz) was the blueprint for the design. 
Already through his outer shape it reveals the nature of 
the bees colonie– as if the egg shaped skep would be the 
outer shell or skin of this living being. The inner shape 
allows bees to unfold their own natural gestalt, in 
harmony with their instinctual life forces. The 
“Haengekorb” is made out of rye straw and has nine, half 
moon shaped arched, movable frames. Comb is built 
naturally and can be almost 2 feet deep. Supering is possible while fully protecting the integrity 
of the brood nest. The entrance is located at the bottom of the hive. 

Top Bar Hive  
It provides all the features of a natural comb bee hive. 
Top bars fully cover the upper opening of the hive, with 
initial comb guidance on the lower bar side. Top bar 
hives are used in many different cultures. We are 
introducing new versions of the top bar hive this coming 
year, which will use “bee-natural” hive proportions and 
will provide more space for larger comb creation. Top bar 
hives can be built easily with some basic materials. 

Langstroth hives with natural comb
All of the Langstroth hives at “The Melissa Garden” allow bees to live on natural comb. Deep 
hive bodies are added from below (no supering). Bees over-winter on their own food and only 
true surplus honey is harvested. 
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